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Freedom Area School District performs 
first active intruder drill with students

On Nov. 28, Freedom Area 
Elementary, Middle, and High 
Schools had their first active 
intruder drill with their students. 
The intruder in our building was 
from the Homeland Security Beaver 
County Emergency Response Team.

According to Pennsylvania 
General Assembly, Section 1517 
of the Pennsylvania school code, 
Fire and Emergency Evacuation 
Drills, “In all school buildings of 
school entities where fire-escapes, 
appliances for the extinguishment 
of fires, or proper and sufficient 
exits in case of fire or panic, either 
or all, are required by law to be 
maintained, fire drills shall be 
periodically conducted, not less 
than one a month, by the teacher 
or teachers in charge, under rules 
and regulations to be promulgated 
by the chief school administrator 
under whose supervision such 
school entities are.”

Laws saying that school 
districts have to do fire drills are 
in place and enforced, but the laws 
mandating intruder drills are not so 
black and white.  This was the first 
active intruder drill that there has 

ever been at our school with the 
students, although the teachers and 
staff have had two trainings and 
drills. One training was in 2014 and 
one in Nov. 2017. 

An amendment requiring 
schools to conduct a drill with 
students within 90 days of school 
starting was added to the law in 
2017, according to a memorandum 
for PA House Bill 178 written by 
PA Representative Gary Day. A bill 
that would amend the school code 
to mandate trainings specifically for 
active shooter situations is currently 
in committee, meaning that in 
the future, there may be more 
specific requirements on how and 
when schools have drills for active 
intruders. 

“[The drill] was nerve racking 
and scary, but it was a learning 
experience. It was upsetting when 
some of my peers did not take it 
seriously. Screaming and laughing, 
but other than that the drill went 
well.” said one sixth grader, who 
was in Mr. Gregg’s art class at the 
time of the drill.

Mr. Ryan Smith, middle 
school principal and school safety 
coordinator, said he thinks the drill 
went well and had a positive effect 

on students and staff. When asked 
if this will be a monthly thing he 
said that at this time no, but it’s 
expected that we will have another 
drill before the end of the school 
year.

The high school did their 
drill first while the middle school 
was on lock and teach and the 
elementary students were arriving 
to school. While we had our drill 
at the middle school, the high 
school was on lock and teach. 
During this time the kindergarten, 
first and second grade went into 
the elementary gym and Mrs. 
Davids, kindergarten teacher, read 
the book “We are Not Scared, 
We are Prepared”, by Amy Buss 
to them. Freedom Area School 
District uses the Run, Fight, Hide 
method during active intruder 
situations. In the best case scenario 
we would want to run. If that’s not 
possible you would want to hide by 
barricading inside of a classroom. 
Last case, you fight. One class in 
the high school and one in the 
elementary left the building during 
the drill, but none in the middle 
school. 

Although the drill was 
terrifying, we are not scared, we are 
prepared.
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Jamblocks make an appearance in the 
middle school

The Freedom Area Middle 
School and High School 
participated in an active intruder 
drill on Nov. 28. There were 
numerous components to the drill. 
Teachers were told to use the run, 
fight, hide methods based on the 
announcements and the sound in 
the hallways. But one item stood 
out- the bright yellow Jamblocks. 
The Jamblocks were to be used if 
the teacher decided to hide in their 
classrooms.

There’s a simple concept behind 
Jamblocks. A staff member slides 
the Jamblock under the door and 
turns it on its side to lock the door, 
preventing the door from opening 
from the outside. The design was 
made by a former teacher who 

understood all the possibilities 
of an active intruder. Jamblocks 
are being used all over the United 
States in hospitals, colleges, 
businesses, and government 

buildings. There is a very slim 
chance of the Jamblocks not 
working. They essentially prevent 
the ability to break through the 
door.

Pogue Regan, Grade 8
News Editor

A Jambblock is placed on a door to prevent intruders from entering the 
room, as shown above. Photo by Logan Bickerstaff

Six-week Arts Block rotation gives 
students more opportunities

This year, the 2018-2019 school 
year, the FMS Staff have decided 
to try out a new schedule for 
the middle school’s Arts Block 
rotation. Instead of rotating every 
nine weeks, middle school students 
are assigned to a new Arts Block 
class every six weeks. Mr. Ryan 
Smith, Freedom Middle School 
principal, claims that, so far, 
everything is running smoothly. 
He says that even if the Arts Block 
teachers had to cut some material 
from their curriculum, all students 
now have the opportunity to have 
all electives. 

“Every year, we reflect on 
the good and bad things in the 
schedule and make the necessary 
changes,” Smith says. 

The reason why Smith decided 
to ask the staff to come up with 
this new schedule was so that 
students would have exposure to 
all of the elective classes. Also, Mrs. 
Marburger, technology teacher, can 
now teach 5-8 grade, which gives 
the students more opportunities for 
computer instruction and opened 
up a new schedule. 

Ms. Ging, sixth grade teacher, 

likesclaims to like the new schedule 
because students have lots of 
different opportunities in physical 
education and arts. However, she 
says that, if she could make any 
adjustments to the schedule, she 
would allow students to choose 
when you want to have particular 
classes. 

Tyler Misencik, a sixth grade 
student, looks down on the 
schedule. 

“It gives students less time for 
activities. For instance, in Art and 
Technology Education (Tech Ed), 

we don’t have enough time for 
projects,” Misencik says. 

If he could change it entirely, 
he would return to the nine week 
schedule because the six week 
rotations get confusing. Students 
get report cards every nine weeks, 
but change Arts Block every six 
weeks. 

All in all, the six week rotation 
has received mainly a positive 
review, and Mr. Smith hopes that 
the six week rotation will remain 
for years to come. 

Alexa Hudak, Grade 6
Staff Writer

Mr. Gregg, art teacher, demonstrates to fifth grader Sam Giovengo how to 
cut a snowflake from paper during art class. 
Photo by Logan Bickerstaff

Park ranger, sergeant speaks to 
U.S. History classes

In early November, eighth 
graders in Mr. Kappas’ U.S. History 
class listened to speaker Mr. David 
Harkleroad,  a National Park Rang-
er at Pea Ridge National Battlefield 
Park in Arkansas and a Sergeant in 
the Pennsylvania National Guard. 
He talked about the military and 
what it was like in places where war 
took place. Harkleroad is an Iraq 
and Afghanistan War Veteran.  He 
also earned a masters in History 

degree from Duquesne University  
while serving in the US Army. 

It is very interesting to see and 
hear about the different things that 
happen during war and it’s not all 
fighting. A lot of times the mili-
tary is helping the civilians. The 
Iraq war started in 2003 with the 
intent to overthrow the government 
of Saddam Hussein and free the 
people from Saddam who would 
torture and kill people who didn’t 
believe in his ideas for the country. 

See Kappas speaker, page 4

Carter Altvatter, Grade 8
Art & Features Editor

David Harkleroad demonstrates a 
helmet used in the Iraq war. 
Photo by Carter Altvatter

U.S. History speaker

Harkleroad talked about the ef-
fects this had on the country. Most 
people were scared and poor but 
our military would do its best to 

help these people and would hand 
out things like shoes and clothes. 
There were also many attacks on 
the people of Iraq from the people 
who supported Saddam. They be-
lieved that other people who didn’t 

believe in him deserved to die. Our 
military is doing its best to help 
change Iraq’s hostile environment 
to one that is safe for all of its 
citizens. 

Continued from page 2
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PAWS Program expands to Tier 2 with 
funding from FAEF grant

In the beginning of the 2018-
2019 school year, Ms. Tina Boyd, 
fifth grade English teacher, and 
other members of the PAWS Core 
Team applied to the Freedom Area 
Educational Foundation (FAEF) for 
a grant of $500. This request was 
for Tier Two of the PAWS program. 

Last school year was the first 
year that the Freedom Middle 
School implemented Tier One 
of the PAWS program. One of 
the most important goals of 
Tier One is to effectively teach 
positive and kind behavior to all 
students in the school. Schoolwide 
Positive Behavior Interventions 
and Supports (SWPBIS) strongly 
believes that all children can learn 
appropriate behaviors.  In Tier One, 
students receive PAWS cards for 

positive behavior and put them in 
boxes for a chance to win a prize. 
Students can also be recognized as 
being  positive role models, and 
receive a Principal’s 100 card. This 
allows students to be invited to a 
party with other Principal’s 100 
students to celebrate their positive 
behaviors.

This year, Freedom is 
implementing Tier Two. This is 
the second part of the SWPBIS 
program. In Tier Two, mentor 
teachers work with specific students 
who need more help showing 
positive actions, accountable 
behavior and wise and respectful 
choices. In each grade level, five 
students will be paired with a 
mentor teacher to work on the 
specific behavioral expectations. 
The FAEF grant will be used for 
prizes for the students in Tier Two 

who show improved behaviors. 
A few examples of these prizes 
are stress balls, pencils, and and a 
variety of snacks.

The PAWS Core Team  is 
very excited to work closely with 
specific students to improve certain 
behaviors. This more intense 
program will allow teachers to 
provide more support to students 
and teach targeted interventions to 
improve behaviors. 

“I am looking forward to 
building relationships with students 
through our check-in check-out 
program and helping to improve 
the school environment at the 
same time.” Ms. Wyatt, one of 
the Tier Two teachers, stated. Tier 
Two support is not only a win for 
specific students, but the whole 
school. 

Sara Harp, Grade 6
Staff Writer

Five students qualify in Propaganda, 
first Academic Games competition

The 2018 Academic Games 
season started in September. Ever 
since then, the team’s members 
have been working very hard to 
practice and to achieve their goals 
of qualifying for the Academic 
Games League of America’s 
(AGLOA) National tournament. 
It will be held from April 26-29, 
2019 in Orlando, Florida. At the 
National tournament, players 
will compete in games of their 
choice, but in order to make it to 
Nationals, you have to qualify in 
two events at the local competition. 
To qualify, a player’s score must be 
in the top 15% of all of the players 
who are competing locally.

So far, only the Propaganda 
tournament has been completed. 
Propaganda is when an announcer 
(often times a teacher from another 
school) reads a sentence, and 
the player has to choose which 
persuasive technique has been 

used. The Beaver County Academic 
Games League Propaganda 
tournament took place on Thurs., 
Nov. 15 at Geneva College.  There 
were five qualifiers from Freedom, 
four sixth graders, Camden Bruce, 
Sara Harp, Alexa Hudak, and 
Joanna Odebode, and also one 
eighth grader, Luke Snavely. They 

are all one step closer to making 
it to Orlando. The remaining 
events for this school year are 
Current Events, Equations and 
Presidents. Make sure to wish all 
the participants luck for their next 
competitions.

Alexa Davis, Grade 7
Editor-in-Chief

The Freedom Middle School Academic Games team waits in the lobby for 
their bus before departing for the Propaganda competition at Geneva 
College on Nov. 15. Photo by Mrs. Miller

Band and chorus surprise concert 
audience with special appearances 

Last Wednesday, Dec. 12, Mr. Keith 
Kovalic, chorus director, and Mr. 
James, middle school band direc-
tor, put on a show with the middle 
school band and chorus.  There 
were many musical classics that 
were both sung and played.  The 
crowd enjoyed “Jolly Old St. Nich-
olas”, “Frosty and the Hand Jive”, 
and “Grandma Got Run Over by a 
Reindeer”. 
The concert was spectacular from 

start to finish. 
There were a few 
bumps in the 
concert, but they 
were pretty funny. 
The funniest was 
when Mr. James 
accidentally threw 
his baton into 
the crowd.  Every-
one enjoyed the 
incident and then 
returned to more 
enjoyable music 

Mason Lewis, Grade 7
Staff Writer

after the baton was returned.  The 
concert also had a special guest, all 
the way from the North Pole was 
none other than Frosty himself. 
The kids were screaming and laugh-
ing with excitement.  Their favorite 
Snowman had come to the show.  
Other special guests that evening 
were Mr. Ryan Smith, middle 
school principal, and Mr. Jim Cull-

er, seventh grade geography teach-
er, performing “The Twelve Days 
of Christmas”.  These gentlemen 
became an internet sensation with 
thousands of views on the video of 
their performance. Also, towards 
the end, after the last song, some-
one’s grandma was chased around 
the auditorium by a reindeer.  The 
audience reacted with great surprise.  
What a very holly jolly concert!

Mr. Keith Kovalic, chior director, takes a selfie with 
members of the choir during their concert on Dec. 12 at 
Freedom Middle School. Photo by Joanna Odebode

Band and chorus concert
Continued from page 4

To see more concert 
photos, visit 

www.bulldogbarker.com
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Features Lights, family, joy: How three different 
winter holidays are celebrated

What do you think of when 
you hear the words “Winter 
Holidays”? Maybe Christmas, 
the holiday where families get 
together, eat, open presents, and 
share memories. Many people have 
heard of Hanukkah or Kwanzaa, 
but do they really know what these 
two holidays are about? December 
is a time for celebrating for many 
people, but the ways that they 
celebrate can differ depending on 
the person’s background or culture. 

Firstly, Christmas, the Christian 
holiday celebrating the birth of 
Jesus. Jesus was the child of Mary 
and Joseph who were traveling to 
Bethlehem and denied access to 
an inn to birth her child. They 
were offered a stable to stay in 
and eventually, Jesus was born 
and placed in  a Manger. Three 
wise men visited Jesus at his birth 
bearing gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. Now we celebrate his 
birth on this day every year on 
December 25 by giving gifts to each 
other.  

Kids, teenagers, and adults 
alike celebrate Christmas together 
with activities such as opening and 
sharing presents, eating Christmas 
dinner, and enjoying the moment 
with each other. As the Christmas 
tradition goes, Santa delivers 
presents to all the good boys and 
girls while they are asleep on the 
night of Christmas Eve. Also, it is 
said, if you are naughty you will 

be put on Santa’s naughty list and 
get coal for Christmas. Families 
enjoy Christmas traditions such as 
putting up a Christmas tree and 
decorating it, leaving out cookies 
and milk for Santa, and singing 
Christmas carols. People will often 
buy presents for each other too.

Secondly, Hanukkah, the 
Jewish-celebrated holiday that 
spans for eight days starting on 
Dec. 2 through Dec.8. This holiday 
commemorates the victory against 
the Greeks in second century BCE. 
There was a war because the Greeks 
wanted the Jews to accept Greek 
culture instead of the observance 
of mitzvah. A small group of 
Jews, led by Judah, took back the 
Holy Temple and used it for the 
service of God. In modern culture 
Hanukkah is celebrated with many 
different activities such as lighting a 
menorah nightly, singing songs and 
reciting special blessings, reciting 
Hallel prayers daily, playing a game 
known as “Dreidel”, and gifting 
Hanukkah Gelt. A menorah is a 
candle holder with nine candles 
and one is lit the first day to kindle 
the rest once per day. A Dreidel is 
a top with four sides that each have 
a letter from the Hebrew alphabet. 
Finally, Gelt are coins given to kids 
who do their traditions properly 
and well during Hanukkah. 

Lastly, Kwanzaa is a December 
holiday celebrating African 
heritage and harvest. During Dec. 
26 to Jan. 1, they celebrate the 
Nguzo Saba which means the 
Seven Principles. Seven candles 

are lit, and seven symbols are 
put around the house. The Seven 
principles are “umoja” (unity), 
“kujichagulia” (self-determination), 
“ujima” (responsibility), “ujamaa” 
(cooperative economics), “nia” 
(purpose), “kuumba” (creativity), 
and “imani” (faith). The seven 
symbols they put up around 
the homes represent many 
things, including: mkeka, kinara, 
mishumaa saba, kikombe cha 
umoja, vibunzi, mazao, zawadi. 
They are placed in areas that 
represent many features of life, such 
as an ear of corn that represents 
each child in the family, or a candle 
holder that holds seven candles 
and represents parents. Usually 
families celebrate in different ways 
but they do things such as dancing, 
storytelling, and singing. Friends 
and family are usually invited to 
a big feast on the final night of 
Kwanzaa.

Jacob DiCenzo, Grade 8
Managing Editor

For additional 

photos, content 

and surveys,

Visit our website!

Shortage of therapy dogs in Pennsylva-
nia creates need for more therapy dogs

Ms. Wendy Clibbens is a K-8 
math intervention specialist for 
Freedom Area Schools District 
and about 2 years ago she got a 
Maltipoo named Georgie. Georgie 
is a therapy dog and helps people 
of all ages, from little kids all the 
way to elders. Lately there has been 
a shortage of therapy dogs all across 
Pa, and the reason is there are more 
people who want a therapy dog 
than there are therapy dogs. 

Some people think service dogs 
are the same as therapy dogs but 
they are not. Service dogs help 
people with disabilities like visual 
impairment, hearing impairments, 
mental disorders (such as post 
traumatic stress disorder), seizures, 
mobility impairment, and diabetes. 
Therapy dogs help with things 
like anxiety, depression, and 
autism.They also go to places 
like hospitals, retirement homes, 
nursing homes, schools, hospices 
and disaster areas to make people 
feel better. Even though service 
dogs and therapy dogs  are different 
they are alot alike. They both 
help with the human society and 
improving the lives of people.

It’s not as easy to be a therapy 
dog as people think. To be a 
therapy dog there are many rules, 
requirements  and tests that need 

to be done in order to be certified, 
such as the dog/handler teams 
are lined up to be checked in 
(simulating a visit), visiting with 
a patient, and a recall on a 20 ft 
leash.  Clibbens was contacted 
by the TDI (Therapy Dogs 
International) to see if she can go 
to nursing homes 2 times a day 
because of the shortage. That is alot 
for a dog and for the owner.

The [tests] all seem pretty 
simple but they are NOT. Georgie 
did well on all of them but he 
almost did not succeed on the 20ft. 
leash recall. 

“Could you imagine walking 
20ft away from your parent at all 
times? It’s not easy.” said Clibbens.

After Georgie was done with 

his training it was time to go to a 
nursing home for his first time. It 
was very scary for Clibbens because 
she didn’t know how Georgie was 
going to act. Their first patient was 
a 100 year old blind man. The man 
was very happy when Georgie came 
to see him but Clibbens was scared 
especially since the man was blind. 
The man asked to hold Georgie and 
snuggle Georgie. Clibbens placed 
Georgie on his lap and Georgie sat 
there as still as a statue. After that, 
Clibbens wasn’t scared anymore 
with Georgie going to meet new 
people.

Georgie also acts very well with 
children. On Nov. 13, Georgie went 
to the Beaver Library and read with 
the children that came on that day. 
The library wants to make him a 
regular and come in more days for 
Reading with Georgie.

Tyler Misencik, Grade 6
Staff Writer

Georgie, wearing his mandatory 
therapy dog scarf, being rewarded 
after working at a nursing home.
Submitted Photo 
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Sports

The 2018 season for the 
Freedom Area High School Girls 
Soccer team was one to remember. 
The team was the first ever 
Freedom High School athletic 
team to advance to the PIAA State 
Championship in any sport. The 
team ended up losing in the State 
Championship 3-2 in overtime 
to Southern Columbia on Friday, 
Nov. 16. After a 25 game season, 
the Freedom Area High School 
Girls Soccer team ended the year 
with a total record of 23-2, WPIAL 
Champions, PIAA State Champion 
runner-ups, and the only Freedom 
Area High School athletic team 
to ever make a PIAA State 
Championship.

It all started at the beginning 
of the year for the team. At the 
beginning of the season, due to 
injuries, the girls were going around 
asking people at lunch just to put 
a jersey on that night, so the team 
could field 11 players. The most 
astonishing part of the year was 
that during the regular season the 
players who were not injured and 
able to play, played almost the 
whole game without a single break, 
if not the whole game. This meant 
that for most of the season, the 
team had very few players and had 

to play an 80 minute, 11 on 11 
game with only 11 or 12 players. 
Because of this, the team was used 
to playing every minute of every 
game. This allowed the team, 
during the state playoffs, that the 
only time they had to substitute 
players was when they were 
dominating the other team and 
wanted to give the bench players 
a chance to play. This helped the 
team majorly, because when the 
girls did have a tough opponent 
in the playoffs, the team was able 
to keep all the starters in the game 
when the opposing team had to 
give their starters a break, giving 
them the opportunity to make a 

big push for a goal while the other 
team had their younger and less 
experienced players in. 

Even though the team had 
faced multiple amounts of adversity 
in the regular season, the girls still 
ended the regular season with a 16-1 
record and won their section. Their 
only loss of the regular season came 
to Quaker Valley in a 3-2 loss in 
overtime. The girl’s largest victory 
of the regular season was a 18-0 win 
against Neshannock.  The team was 
led by freshman Jayden Sharpless 
with her WPIAL-leading 51 goals in 
the regular season. 

Seventh grader Susan Nelson plays for 
North Pittsburgh Wildcats hockey team

Susan Nelson, a seventh grader 
at Freedom Area Middle School, 
is a defensive player for the North 
Pittsburgh Wildcats hockey team. 
Due to the fact that Freedom does 
not have certain sports teams,  like 
hockey, students have no choice 
but to either not play or look for a 
team elsewhere. Nelson has chosen 
to play hockey for the North 
Pittsburgh team. Nelson has been 
playing hockey for seven years; she 
was inspired by her brother to try 
the sport. Nelson and her team 
participated in a tournament in 
New Kensington, where they won 
the championship. 

Nelson’s favorite game of 
the tournament was the finals, 

because even in that “life or death” 
situation if they lost, they would 
have made it farther than any other 
team. Nelson’s favorite part of the 
tournament was when the offense 
scored a double hat trick. Nelson 
noticed that three of the teams she 
played against in the tournament 
were Canadian. Nelson believes 
that Canada is a long way to go 
for a tournament and is proud 
of what she and her teammates 
were able to accomplish. Nelson 
plans to continue playing hockey 
throughout the rest of middle 
school, high school and even 
college. Nelson wants to continue 
playing hockey not just for the 
trophies, but to better herself as a 
player and a person.

Christopher Denkovich, 
Grade 6

Sports Editor

Seventh grader Susan Nelson 
proudly wears her hockey sweatshirt 
to school following her team’s 
tournament victory. Photo by 
Joanna Odebode

Freedom Middle School students cheer on the Girls Soccer team as they 
leave for the state championship game in Hershey, Pa. on Friday, Nov. 16.  
Photo by Mrs. Miller

Going into the playoffs, 
Freedom High School was the 
number one seed. During the 
playoffs, the team won each 
game, blowing out teams left and 
right and winning the WPIAL 
championship in an 8-2 game 
against Bentworth High School 
at Highmark Stadium. In the 
state playoffs, the girls remained 
undefeated and continued their 
dominance and advanced to the 
PIAA State Championship game in 
Hershey, Pa.

 “It was a fantastic season, 
and going from asking people to 

play for our team during lunch to 
making history with the team as the 
only Freedom team to ever make 
a PIAA state championship game 
was an unbelievable feeling.” said 
sophomore Jessica Scheel about the 
season. 

The team played Southern 
Columbia in the state 
championship, losing in overtime 
with a score of 3-2. This was 
the first time any Freedom 
Area High School athletic team 
had ever made the PIAA State 
Championship. Also, if the team 
would have won that game, they 
would have been the first 1A 

public school to ever win the 1A 
PIAA State Championship. In the 
championship game, Freedom 
struck first, with a goal from Jayden 
Sharpless, but eventually came up 
short in overtime 3-2. Even though 
the team may have lost, being state 
runner-ups is an accomplishment to 
be proud of.  

“There are over 6,000 high 
school soccer players in section 
1A of the PIAA that sat at home 
during your game; you should be 
honored that you aren’t one of 
them.” coach Colin Williams told 
his team after the loss. 

FHS Girls Soccer

FHS Girls Soccer team advances to PIAA 
state championships

Dylan Scheel, Grade 7
Website Editor

See FHS Girls Soccer, page 9

Continued from Soccer, page 8



Freedom Voices
You can’t escape the Ho-Ho-Holidays

You are shopping and when you 
enter the store you see Christmas 
decorations everywhere. As soon as 
you enter through the doors you 
are hit with the sensation of the 
holidays. Lights hung all over the 
store, a giant inflatable Santa, and 
Christmas music is blasting in the 
background. You walk around the 
store and you’re shocked at how 
many Christmas decorations are 
out in the middle of November! 

Isn’t it strange that retailers 
go full force with holiday decor 
that early in the year? Shoppers 
can not go anywhere after Oct. 
31 without seeing some form of 
holiday decorations. Christmas 
lights, giant inflatables, stockings, 
you name it, it’s in stock months 
before the Christmas season begins. 
Some retailers started putting up 
Christmas decorations in late 
September, right after back to 
school shopping was finished. This 

is honestly getting out of hand if 
they are setting up that early in the 
year.

While this may seem 
outrageous, there is a good 
explanation. The holiday season is 
vital to a business’s year-end profit. 
According to the National Retail 
Federation, the holiday season 
makes up 20% of the sales for the 
whole year. It can even be up to 
40% for smaller businesses. This 
means the longer that a company 

can ride out this wave, the more 
money that they take in. Plus if 
the consumers are going to buy it, 
why not put it out? It’s not going 
to deter anyone from buying from 
that store. 

“Early October may seem 
early for some but we have many 
members who love getting the 
jump on the Christmas season and 
coming in-store to see the latest 
product trends and this year’s new 
holiday collectibles,’’ says Sears 
spokesman Brian Hanover in an 
interview with USA Today.

While stores making money 
is a good thing for the economy, 
is it worth it? Would it kill them 
to postpone putting up holiday 
decorations until late October or 
early November? It wouldn’t hurt 
business that much. Stores should 
wait until the Halloween season is 
over before they start marketing for 
the Christmas season. Why not give 
other holidays some love?

Staff Editorial

www.bulldogbarker.com  @bulldogbarker 
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Online shopping or in-store shopping?

Christmas is just around the 
corner and many people debate if 
they should still go shopping in 
stores, even if online shopping is a 
lot more convenient than going to 
a store physically. Shopping online 
is going to be bigger than ever this 
year. Most stores will offer the same 
deals online and in stores, along 
with additional stores having better 
online deals than prices in the 
shops themselves.

Before you decide how you 
want to shop, you have to know 
why stores have online shopping 
websites. It all started on July 
5, 1994, when Amazon, the 

leading online shopping website, 
was founded and started online 
shopping. Online shopping was 
not a big hit until 2010 when more 
businesses started to have online 
shopping. Currently Amazon has 

over 100 million Prime members 
and earned over 178 billion dollars 
in 2017. Prime members are people 
who pay for free shipping and get 
special deals as well. Now you see 
commercials everywhere talking 
about the stores’ online websites.

Online shopping has been very 
successful this year as well. Amazon 
sold over 180 million items during 
Black Friday weekend and many 
other stores did very well with 
online shopping, too. There have 
been better deals and stores selling 
out of items on the first day of 
Black Friday lately, more so than 
past years. So now it is up to you 
to make the decision… will you be 
shopping online or in stores?

Staff Editorial
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The most important part of the Holidays

As 2018 nears its end, the holi-
day season is upon us. People every-
where are gearing up for traditions 
and creating meaningful memories. 
No matter how diverse the holi-
day traditions and celebrations are 
around the world, one thing for 
sure is that things get more hec-
tic and people get busier at this 
time of the year. We all know that 
everyone is excited for the lights, 
gifts, trees and of course, Santa, 
but I wanted to dig deeper to find 
out what is truly behind everyone’s 
holiday bliss.

Here are some of the responses 
I received from students and teach-
ers about their favorite part of the 
holidays.
Libby Smith, 5th grade- “To be 

with my family playing games and 
laughing and telling jokes.”

Jay Mohrbacher, 5th grade- “Cel-
ebrating Jesus’ birthday, spending 
time with my family and, of course, 
dancin’ to my favorite Christmas 
carols.”

Beau DeThomas, 6th grade - “The 
quality time spent with family 
during the holiday season.”

Mrs. Hartman- “To me, the most 
important part of the Christmas 
season is God.  We always look 
forward to and enjoy celebrating 
Christmas at church.  Something 
that really makes me happy is my 
children coming home to spend 
some time during the holidays.  
Because Ryan and Miranda are both 

in graduate school in different parts 
of the country and they don’t get 
home often we really have a won-
derful time together.”

Alyssa Grunnagle- “The most 
important thing to me during this 
holiday season is spending time 
with my family. I love just being 
with everyone and exchanging 
gifts.”

Vincenzo Fiorenza, 8th grade- “Be-
ing happy with your family, and 
not having a care in the world! 
And spending time with family and 
friends.”

Troy Pawlowski, 8th grade- “I 
would say the best thing about the 
holiday is seeing my family and 
spending time with them.”

Mason Geibel, Grade 8
Copy Editor
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CHORUS 
 Chorus has been train-
ing very hard!They were 
working on the Christ-
mas concert which was 
on Wednesday, Dec. 12. 
They sang songs such as 
the “Frosty and the Hand 
Jive”, “Grandma Got Run 
Over by a Reindeer”, and 
“12 Days of Christmas”. 
Also they wish there was 
more time dedicated to 
practice. 

BAND                                             
Band was also working on 
the concert with the cho-
rus and they performed 
also. It was amazing. They 
also played to the song 
“Grandma Got Run Over 
by a Reindeer”. They had 
a lot of fun!

STUDENT 
GOVERNMENT
Student Government has 
been planing a lot. They 
plan to have another 
door decorating contest 
in January. Also they are 
still figuring out what to 
do for assemblies. They 
have a lot to do and a lot 
planned.

PEP CLUB                                        
Pep Club has been spread-
ing a lot of Christmas 
spirit at the middle 
school! They sponsored 
the elf on the shelf by 
providing the candy cane 
prizes for those students 
who found the elf each 
day. Also they are holding 
a holiday spirit week this 
week. Monday was pajama 
pants. Tuesday was Christ-
mas socks. Wednesday was 
sparkle/light up. Thursday 
was holiday hat. Friday 
was holiday shirt. Every-
one had fun with that!     

Samantha Young, 
Grade 6

Staff Writer

Christmas Songs Crossword Puzzle
Logan Larrick, Grade 7

Staff Writer

 
 

 
Across 
1. ____ To the world 
2. ____ The snowman 
5. ____ Christmas 
6. ____ Night 
7. ____ The halls with boughs of holly 
9. All I want for ____ is you 
10. That's the jingle bell ____ 
11. ____ The red nosed reindeer 
Down 
1. "Tis the season to be ____ 
3. ____ ____ Is coming to town 
4. ____ Boy 
5. Silver ____ 
6. Dashing through the snow in a one-horse open ____ 
8. ____ Bells 
 

Crossword Puzzle Clues
Across
1. ____ To the world
2. ____ The snowman
5. ____ Christmas
6. ____ Night
7. ____ The halls with boughs of 
holly
9. All I want for ____ is you
10. That’s the jingle bell ____
11. ____ The red nosed reindeer

Down
1. “Tis the season to be ____
3. ____ ____ Is coming to town
4. ____ Boy
5. Silver ____
6. Dashing through the snow in a 
one-horse open ____
8. ____ Bells

News in Brief: FMS Clubs


